DECENTRALIZATION, COMMUNITY CONRRES®, THE UFT

STRIKING TEACHERS AND"LEFT-WING®SCABS

The propossls ooming from Mayor Lyndsay, Governor Rockef#ler and Dr. Allen, State
Education Directer, to take over the OcesnHill«Brownsville school distriet and place
them under "state trusteeship™ as a solution to thd the extended olty-wide teachers’
strike is of ocourse no solution at all, Albert Shanker, president of the
United Federstion of Teachers, was quite correct in his obswrvation that, "It is
not a question of who is in psper charge of the district.,” Indeed, it can only further
exacerbate that pelarisation along recisl lines which has led to the long series of
strikes, confrontations and harsssments over the implementation of the Lindsay=inspired
school decentralisation plan,

For Marxigts, there can be only one basic issue heret the assault by the City
Administration and the whole of the cspitalist class upon the union, all the "left®-
and libersl-inspired rhetoric notwhthstanding. Consequently we offer our critical
support to the teachers out on strike and thedr demands for job security ("due Process
in firings and job reassingments) and freedom of speech., Murther, we those
would-be Marxist groupings like the Commmnidt Puty Peace and l‘ruda- he Sooclalist
Workersand Progressive Labor Parties, and the 1ike (along with internsl union forma-
tions like the "new cauocus")=- all of whom have thrown their weight, influence and
Cadre behind the union=busting combine of Iiddsay and the City Administration, the
0ffioe of Economic Opportunity and its agencies, the Iimss and the Nex York Post,
Rhody MoCoy and his demand for Taylor Law enforomment, the Urban League, former
gr-ddmtm advisor MoGeorge Bundy and the Ford Foudation--as goghs snd

he predictible mnnz-chu combine is bad enoughj it is literally oriminal for the
"redioals’ Ix r mch, like PL they hold their nosesy (or like the SWP's Presidential
nominee, in ks anti-teacher role), to simply clutoh their opportunist
aims more securely to their breasts while they wade in,

The "socialist® anti-union thrust arises from a clash between two principlest on
the ox‘:o hand, cmnity eontrol and dooontunution; on thp othor, dofcnu of union=-
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t.hq eluh uith projndiood md/or pr&vulogod vhite workers (not for sentimental, super-
oclass motives, however, which sesms to be the motivation for many of the elements
around the -trlko-bruking "left"”) becsuse it aids in bringing mxj minority, super-
exploited segments #f the working class into struggle aginst therexploiters. But such
a tactic applied here merely pits black workers agdnst white workers, divides the
working class as a whole and blames the union for the wrétched condition of ghetto
educationt as Af it were the fault of the teachers or thedr union! And the real
oulprits in the osse~=the Administration, which is attimpting to selve its financial
oarisis by outting away at the education budget, and Rhody McCoy, the loyal flunkey

of Mayor Lindsay-~get off freel

The black working class has nothing at all to gain by smasking the UFT-<but the
black bourgeoisie does, precisely for the same reasons as do their allies in the white
raling class, Iike Iindsay, like the Ford Foundation (whieh finances and oemtrols
the experimental school dictrl«hu) they have one rect the commnity's discontent
against the undon and smash it,

Decentralisation is not at issue here, only a smokescreen raised on the part #f
olements of the "left" in order to manouver their more trusting oadre into strike-
breaking activities, The UIT has made its position quite cleari"We support meaning-
ful deoentralisation and experimentation, We stand wesdy to join with any commmnity
in innovation and change, Our one conditionst That due prosess and free oo
maintained,® Even so, the issue is largely & freudulent ones meost of the impetus
for "decentralisation® and"community centrol” has oome not form the OceanHill-Browns-
ville community , but agencies of the anti-union combine listed above,



As for the UFT: under the Shanker leadership, it has been exbremely insensitive
to the exosptional needs of the Black, Puerto Riocan and super-exploited people in
New York's ghettoes; it must go far beyond the simple "bread and tutter! trede-
unionism which has been its approach to date, The Shanker lesdership has tried to
smear much legitimate concern from ghettoedwellers as "extwemisu™, it has oalled
upon the racist polibe for protection of the teachers from their students, it has
constantly called on the Mayor and the City Administretion--the very people responsi-
ble for ixkm profitting from the crisis-~to solve it by oracking down on the commnitys
it has hardly ever sharply separsted isself from the resctionary, bitterly racist,
"law and oxrder"” calls, e ors of the Shanker regime must be replaced, replsced
with trede union-conscious who will sttempt to build unity with the ghetto
commnities, respond to their needs, and who will call for a grogram of joint parent-
tncbcblt-udmt administreation of the schools, For the UFT to oall for the closing
of schools like PS 271 is simply to play McCoy's-Iindsay”s game. The union must rely
on a nnity forged with the commmunity in struggle to keep t.hc schools going, and ppb
with a discredited City Adni.ni:tntion or School Board,



